
Northern lights
France is known for its wonderful Christmas markets, but you don’t have 
to go as far as Alsace to find them, as Alison Weeks discovers
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RIGHT, FROM TOP: The Christmas market in Amiens 
with dolls for the children and savon de Marseille for 
the grown-ups
LEFT: The Grande Roue in the Grande Place, LillePH
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ABOVE: Russian 
dolls on sale at the 
market in Arras 
where there were 
plenty of 
refreshments on 
offer (RIGHT) 
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The festive north
If you are looking for further holiday cheer, the north 
of France has something for everyone, with a variety 
of festivals and other Christmas markets 
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Marché de Noël de  
Boulogne-sur-Mer
5 December to 16 December 
Situated in the walled city centre, 
this coastal Christmas market is 
packed with maritime traditions 
and plenty of smoked herring.  
Its parade in honour of Saint 
Nicolas is on 8 December. 
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 10 88 10
www.tourisme-boulogne 
surmer.com

Fête de la Dinde, Licques
8-10 December
This small town just south of 
Calais is famous for its Christmas 
turkeys, and locals celebrate with 
a festival where the ill-fated birds 
are walked through the streets 
(pictured above).  
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 35 73 73  
www.tourisme-3pays.fr

Marché de Noël à Compiègne
(Dates to be confirmed)
Just an hour’s drive from Paris, this 

beautiful town looks even more 
appealing under the soft glow of 
Christmas lights. 
Tel: (Fr) 3 44 40 01 00
www.compiegne-tourisme.fr

Noël au Touquet
December 
The northern seaside resort of  
Le Touquet is celebrating its 
centenary in 2012 with Christmas 
festivities, lights, markets and  
a Saint Nicolas parade. 
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 06 72 00 
www.letouquet.com
(See page 73 for more on  
Le Touquet’s centenary).

Marché de Noël de Béthune 
1-29 December 
A small, but popular affair, this 
charming market (pictured below) 
is in the form of a Christmas 
village complete with ice skating 
rink, carousel and 40 chalets. 
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 52 50 00 
www.ville-bethune.fr



GETTING THERE
Alison Weeks travelled 
with P&O Ferries from 
Dover to Calais.
Tel: 0871 664 2121
www.poferries.com  

WHERE TO VISIT
Marché de Noël 
d’Amiens
24 Nov to 31 Dec
Tel: (Fr) 3 22 71 60 50  
www.amiens- 
tourisme.com

Marché de Noël d’Arras
30 Nov to 24 Dec

Tel: (Fr) 3 21 51 26 95
www.ot-arras.fr

Marché de Noël  
de Lille
21 Nov to 30 Dec
Tel: (Fr) 3 59 57 94 00
www.lilletourism.com

WHERE TO STAY
Mercure Amiens 
Cathédrale
21-23 Rue Flatters
80000 Amiens 
Tel: (Fr) 3 22 80 60 60
www.mercure.com
Doubles from €102. 

La Corne d’Or
1 Place Guy Mollet
62000 Arras
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 58 85 94
www.lamaisondhotes.
com. Doubles from €82.

Hôtel Kanaï
10 Rue de Béthune 
59000 Lille
Tel: (Fr) 3 20 57 14 78
www.hotelkanai.com 
Doubles from €70.

WHERE TO EAT 
Au Relais des Orfèvres
14 Rue des Orfèvres 

80000 Amiens
Tel: (Fr) 3 22 92 36 01
www.restaurant-relais-
orfevres.fr

La Clef des Sens 
60-62 Place des Héros
62000 Arras
Tel: (Fr) 3 21 51 00 50
www.laclefdessens.com

Brasserie André
71 Rue de Béthune
59000 Lille
Tel: (Fr) 3 20 54 75 51 
www.brasserie-andre.
blogspot.co.uk

FRANCOFILE Planning your trip to the Christmas markets

REGIONAL 
TOURIST BOARDS
Nord-Pas-de-Calais  
Tel: (Fr) 3 20 14 57 57 
www.tourisme-
nordpasdecalais.fr

Picardy 
Tel: (Fr) 3 22 22 33 66
www.picardie 
tourisme.com 
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ABOVE: Shoppers 
look for gifts at 
Lille’s Christmas 
market


