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Louisiana celebrates its bicentennial in April. Alison Weeks 
explores the state’s French heritage, from Creole New Orleans 
to the Cajun Bayou, and meets the people keeping it alive

ABOVE: The French 
Quarter Festival in 
New Orleans 
RIGHT: Take a 
horse and carriage 
ride around the 
French Quarter;  
Saint Louis 
Cathedral
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1682 Robert 
Cavalier, Sieur de la 
Salle, claims the 
territory (on either 
side of the 
Mississippi, from 
the Gulf of Mexico 
to Canada) for 
France and names 
it after Louis XIV 

1714 Louis 
Juchereau St. 
Denis founds Fort 
St. Jean Baptiste, 
the first permanent 
settlement in 
Louisiana 

1718 New Orleans 
founded, and 
named after 
Philippe, Duc 
D’Orléans

1723 New Orleans 
becomes the 
capital of Louisiana

1751 Sugar cane 
arrives in Louisiana
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1762 Following  
the Treaty of 
Fontainebleau, 
France cedes 
Louisiana (west of 
the Mississippi)  
to Spain 

1763 The Treaty  
of Paris confirms 
Spanish control  
of Louisiana 

1764 The first 
Acadians arrive in 
Louisiana 

1793 Pope Pius VI 
establishes the  
first Diocese of 
Louisiana 

1800 France 
regains control  
of Louisiana 

1803 The 
Louisiana Purchase 
is ratified by 
congress and  
the US gains 
possession of the 
territory for 
$15,000,000

1812 Louisiana  
is admitted to  
the Union
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LEFT FROM TOP: 
Achafalaya Basin; 
Laura Plantation; 
Bananas Foster 
at Brennan’s 
restaurant; 
 Steamboat 
Natchez; One of 
the city’s jazz bars

FRANCOFILE
WHERE TO STAY
Bourbon Orleans Hotel 
717 Orleans Street
New Orleans, LA 70116
Tel: (US) 504 523 2222
www.bourbonorleans.
com

Springhill Suites 
301 St Joseph Street 
New Orleans
LA 70130
Tel: (US) 504 522 3100
www.marriot.com 

WHERE TO EAT
Antoine’s Restaurant
713 Rue Saint Louis

New Orleans 
LA 70130 
Tel: (US) 504 581 4422
www.antoines.com

Brennan’s 
417 Royal Street
New Orleans 
LA 70130
Tel: (US) 504 525 9711
www.brennans 
neworleans.com

Prejean’s 
3480 NE Evangeline 
Thruway 
Lafayette 
LA 70507 

Tel: 337 896 3247
www.prejeans.com

WHAT TO DO 
Le Monde Creole Tours
1000 Bourbon Street
Suite 332
New Orleans 
LA 70116
Tel: (US) 504 568 1801
www.mondecreole.com

Laura Plantation
2247 Highway 18
Vacherie 
LA 70090
Tel: (US) 225 265 7690
www.lauraplantation.com

Oak Alley 
Plantation 
3645 Highway 18 
Vacherie 
LA 70090
Tel: (US) 225 265 2151
www.oakalley
plantation.com

McGee’s Landing 
Swamp Tours
1337 Henderson 
Levee Road
Henderson 
LA 70517
Tel: (US) 337 228 2384
www.mcgees
landing.com

Plan your own stay in America’s French quarter

MORE 
INFORMATION

New Orleans CVB
Tel: 1 800 672 6124
www.neworleans
cvb.com 

New Orleans 
Tourism 
Tel: 504 568 5661 
www.neworleans
online.com 

Louisiana Tourism 
Tel: 1 800 99 GUMBO
www.louisiana
travel.com


