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Woody Allen pays homage to the 
City of Light, past and present, in his 

Oscar-winning film. Alison Weeks 
follows in the characters’ footsteps 
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BELOW: The 
Polidor restaurant, 
where Gil (Owen 
Wilson) meets 
Ernest Hemingway 
in Midnight in  
Paris, and the 
launderette that 
features in the 
same sequence
PREVIOUS PAGE: 
Pont Alexandre III 
glistens in the rain
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Funny Face (1957)
It doesn’t get more elegant 
than Audrey Hepburn in Paris, 
unless it’s Audrey Hepburn 
dancing with Fred Astaire in 
Paris. This classic musical 
features a number of  
landmarks including Le Caveau 
de la Huchette jazz cellar 
(where Hepburn dances, 
dressed in black).

Everyone Says I Love You 
(1996)
Partially set in Paris, this all-star 
musical was Woody Allen’s 
earlier go at filming in France. 
The finale features a classic 
scene with Allen and Goldie 

Hawn dancing on Quai de la 
Tournelle beside the Seine. 

Before Sunset (2004)
A sequel to Before Sunrise, about 
an American tourist who meets  
a French girl on a train, Before 
Sunset picks up the story nine 
years on in Paris. Starting at the 
Shakespeare and Company 
bookstore, the couple (Ethan 
Hawke and Julie Delpy) catch 
up while meandering through 
the streets of Paris. (See our 
interview with Delpy on page 74).

2 Days in Paris (2007) 
This biting romantic comedy 
about a New Yorker visiting 

Paris with his French wife (Julie 
Delpy again) shows a more 
authentic side of Paris. Don’t 
expect any cliché Tour Eiffel 
scenes, as most of the film was 
shot at grittier locations around 
the Gare du Nord. 

Julie and Julia (2009)
This comedy-drama features 

food writer Julia Child’s 
experiences at Le Cordon Bleu 
cookery school in the 1950s 
and offers beautiful scenes of 
retro Paris. Much of the filming 
took place on the Left Bank, 
including at the market on Rue 
Mouffetard where Julia (Meryl 
Streep, pictured above) declares 
that she must be French. 

PARIS ON THE SILVER SCREEN

ABOVE: A trip to 
Versailles for (from 
left) Paul (Michael 
Sheen), Carol (Nina 
Arianda), Inez 
(Rachel McAdams) 
and Gil (Owen 
Wilson)

Although filmed entirely on a Hollywood backlot, American 
in Paris (1952), starring Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron, set the 
standard for a new genre of film. Here are some other classic 
movies about Americans in Paris: 



 

FRANCOFILE

WHERE TO STAY
Hôtel Le Bristol 
112 Rue du Faubourg 
Saint-Honoré 
75008 Paris
Doubles from €850. 
Midnight in Paris 
package from €1,090. 
Tel: (Fr) 1 45 74 68 59
www.lebristolparis.com 

Hôtel d’Angleterre 
44 Rue Jacob
75006 Paris
Tel: (Fr) 1 42 60 34 72
www.hotel- 
dangleterre.com 
Although not featured 
in the film, this charming 
hotel once hosted 
Ernest Hemingway and 
his wife in room 14. 
Doubles from €184.

WHERE TO EAT
Crémerie Restaurant 
Polidor
41 Rue Monsieur le 
Prince, 75006 Paris
Tel: (Fr) 1 43 26 95 34
www.polidor.com
Menus from €24.

Le Grand Véfour
17 Rue de Beaujolais 
75001 Paris
Tel: (Fr) 1 42 96 56 27
www.grand-vefour.com
Main courses from €80.

Maxim’s de Paris
3 Rue Royale 
75008 Paris 
Tel: (Fr) 1 42 65 27 94
www.maxims- 
de-paris.com
Menus from €110. 

114 Faubourg 
Hôtel Le Bristol 
Brasserie with lunch 
menu for €52, main 
courses from €28. 

WHAT TO DO
Saint-Étienne-du-Mont
Rue de la Montagne-
Sainte-Geneviève 
75005 Paris 
Tel: (Fr) 1 43 54 11 79
www.saintetienne 
dumont.fr

Maison Deyrolle 
46 Rue du Bac 
75007 Paris 
Tel: (Fr) 1 42 22 30 07
www.deyrolle.com

Moulin Rouge
82 Boulevard de Clichy

75018 Paris 
Tel: (Fr) 1 53 09 82 82
www.moulinrouge.fr 

Musée Rodin 
79 Rue de Varenne 
75007 Paris  
Tel: (Fr) 1 44 18 61 10
www.musee-rodin.fr

Marché Paul-Bert
Rue des Rosiers
93400 Saint-Ouen
Tel: (Fr) 8 05 69 62 96
www.paulbert.
antiquites-en-france.com

Musée des Arts Forains
Pavillons de Bercy 
53 Avenue des Terroirs 
de France 
Tel: (Fr) 1 43 40 16 22
www.arts-forains.com

On the Woody Allen film trail in Paris

TOURIST 
INFORMATION
Paris tourist office 
25 Rue des Pyramides 
75001 Paris 
Tel: (Fr) 1 49 52 42 63 
www.parisinfo.com
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RIGHT: Gil and Inez 
in Monet’s gardens 
at Giverny
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